
John J. Thatamanil 
Associate Professor of Theology and World Religions 

	
  

Publications 

 
Books  

 
The Immanent Divine: God, Creation and the Human Predicament. Fortress Press, 2006 
 
Mission in the Marketplace: Metropolitan Chrysostom on the Identity and Mission of the Mar 
Thoma Church, co-editor. CSS Press, 2002 
 
Book Chapters and Articles: Peer Reviewed 
"Tillich and the Postmodern", in Cambridge Companion to Paul Tillich. Cambridge 
University Press, 2009. 
 
"Spiritual Transformation and Transethical Life: Thinking from Advaita", in 
Educations and Their Purposes: A Conversation among Creatures Peter Hershock, ed. 
University of Hawai'i Press, 2008. 
 
"Toward a Christian Advaita: Sankara, Tillich and Neville in Dialogue", in Theology 
in Global Context: Late Modernity, the Religions, and the Future of Christian Theology. 
Essays in Honor of Robert Cummings Neville. T&T Clark International, 2004. 
 
"Beyond Number: On the Relational Possibilities of Tillich's Symbolic and 
Speculative Trinitarianism", in Trinity and/or Quaternity: Tillich's Reopening of the 
Trinitarian Problem, Proceedings of the IX International Paul Tillich Symposium, 
Frankfurt/Main 2002. Gert Hummel & Doris Lax, eds. Lit-Verlag, 2003. 
 
"Liberation", in Encyclopedia of Science and Religion, J. Wentzel van Huyssteen, ed. 
Macmillan, 2003. 
 
Book Chapters and Articles: Non-Peer Reviewed 

 
"The Challenge of Theological Illiteracy for Teaching Comparative Theology", in 
Spotlight for Theological Education, Religious Studies News, Vol. 3:1. May 2009. 
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"No One Comes to the Father But by Me? Christian Identity and the Challenge of 
Religious Diversity", in In Search of Christian Identity in Global Community: Essays and 
Tributes in Honor of Geevarghese Mar Theodosius Episcopa, M.J. Joseph, ed. CSS Press, 
2009. 
 
"Against Explanation and For Consolation: Faith in the Wake of the Tragic", in The 
Spire, Vanderbilt Divinity School, Fall 2005. 
 
"Against the Mystical as Exceptional: A Response to Rob James's Tillich and World 
Religions", in Bulletin of the North American Paul Tillich Society, Vol. 30:4. Fall 2004. 
 
"The Reason-Revelation Dichotomy: Tillich and Milbank on the Relationship 
between Philosophy and Theology", in The North American Paul Tillich Society 
Newsletter, Vol. 27:3. Summer 2001. 
 
Book Reviews 

 
Review of On the Scope and Truth of Theology: Theology as Symbolic Engagement by 
Robert C. Neville. Reviewed in Journal of Chinese Philosophy. 35: 3 (2008) 528-532. 
 
Review of A Common Task: A Christian Theology of Mission by Thomas Thangaraj. 
Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1999. Reviewed in Hindu-Christian Studies Bulletin, 
Volume 12 (1999) 45. 
 
Review of An Introduction to Hindu and Buddhist Thought by Richard King. Edinburgh 
University Press. 1999. Reviewed in World Faiths Encounter (Fall 2000). 55 
 
Review of Reality and Mysticism: Perspectives in the Upanisads by R. Puligandla. 
Reviewed in International Journal of Hindu Studies. New Delhi: D.K. Printworld, 1997. 
 
Op-Ed Pieces in Regional and National Newspapers 

 
"On Becoming a 'Real American.'" Op-Ed column. Washington Post. August 27, 
2006. This piece has appeared in numerous papers across the country including the 
Alameda Times-Star, Amarillo Globe News, Anniston Star (AL), Contra Costa 
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Times, The Eagle (College Station, TX), Houston Chronicle, Virginian Pilot, and 
the Wilmington News-Journal among others. 
 
"Recommit to Christmas' Reversal of Fortune." Op-Ed column. Atlanta-Journal 
Constitution. December 23, 2004. 
 
"Religious fervor envelops politics." Op-Ed column. Atlanta Journal-Constitution. 
October 15, 2004. 
 
"Execution Will Add to State's Bad Reputation." Op-Ed column. Clarion-Ledger. 
January 13, 2003. 
 
"The Cries That Bind." Op-Ed column on anniversary of 9/11. Los Angeles Times. 
September 30, 2002. 
 
"Is God on Our Side? Or Is He on Theirs?" Op-Ed column on 9/11. Los Angeles 
Times. September 25, 2001. This piece has appeared in numerous papers across the 
country including in Sacramento, CA, Louisville, KY, Youngstown, OH, and 
Wilmington, DE. The piece was also republished on a number of Muslim websites 
as well as on the Christianity Today website. 
 
"Casting the First Stone: Reflections on Christian Character and Presidential 
Politics." Published in commentary section entitled, "Barbs, Brickbats, and Picking 
the Best on the Ballot." Los Angeles Times. November 5, 2000.  

 


